Sherington Primary School
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Our Vision Statement
Sherington Primary School is an inclusive community. We place the child at the centre of all that we do. We strive to maintain the highest standards in an environment that is creative, stimulating, inspiring and enabling.

Aspire
· Motivating and exciting all to become life-long learners

Believe
· Developing the skills and confidence to foster self-belief

Create
· Engaging all learners through creative practice and personal reflection

Achieve
· Experiencing success and embracing future challenges

Our Aims

To place the child at the centre of all that we do.

To foster positive, supportive relationships with families and the wider community.

To provide models of excellence drawing on the expertise of our highly skilled team.

To provide an enquiry based curriculum, that promotes the values of resilience, adaptability and perseverance.

To promote life-long learning through developing a whole school culture

of challenge and growth.

To prepare learners for a future in an increasingly interconnected global economy.


At Sherington we aspire for our children to become confident and independent in their learning at school or at home. We work in partnership with parents to achieve this.

Aims of our Homework Policy

· To provide parents/carers/governors/staff and pupils with clear and consistent information about what is expected

· To set out the purposes of homework

Purposes of Homework

At Sherington, we see the purpose of homework to:
1. Consolidate and reinforce understanding

2. Practise Key Skills 

3. Encourage self-discipline and independent learning

4. Exploit resources for learning at home and beyond school

5. Prepare pupils for transition to next key stage or school

Homework is not intended for teacher assessment of pupils. Assessment for learning is carried out continuously during the school day, refer to Assessment Policy.  Any homework submitted in the book will be acknowledged / stamped. 
Homework Guidance for Teachers

· Each child will receive a Homework Book and Resource Booklet
· Each Homework Book should have: 
1. Front page guide (to be provided) – outlining homework expectations for pupils and parents: 

 2. Termly list of things that parents can do to support their child’s learning in other new topic areas
3. Weekly spelling lists for homework and the date for return and testing

· The Resource Booklet will contain:

1. Advice for learning spellings

2. The spelling list for the year 

3. Advice and guidance on handwriting practice

4. Resources for learning multiplication and division facts (Y2 up) and age related expectations for these

5. Advice on how they can be used to record their own progress

6. 100 square (Y2 and Y3)

7. End of Year Expectations in Reading, Writing and Maths
Type and Amount of Homework – Teacher Guidance (Recommendations for parents) 

Nursery:

· Reading to and with your child daily
· Counting to 10 and back
· Topics for conversation

Reception:

· Daily Reading to and with your child( 10 mins)

· Phonics, Phase Words, Letter Sounds/Strings

· Number & letter formation/recognition

· Counting to 20 and back
· Use of Ladders at Home for information, guidance and resources to support reading, writing and mathematics.
Yr1:

· Daily – Reading 

· Weekly high frequency word Reading and  Spelling, handwriting 

· Counting to 100 and back starting and finishing at any number
· A termly list of suggested activities to extend your child’s learning around topics covered
· Use of Ladders at Home for information, guidance and resources to support reading, writing and mathematics
Yr2:

· Daily – Reading 

· Weekly Spelling activities, handwriting
· Times Tables Passports (10 mins - Daily)
· Use of Ladders at Home for information, guidance and resources to support reading, writing and mathematics
· A termly list of suggested activities to extend your child’s learning around topics covered

KS2:

· Daily – Reading )

· Weekly  Spellings (includes handwriting)
· Times Tables Passports (at least 10 mins daily and as often as possible)

· Use of Ladders at Home for information, guidance and resources to support reading, writing and mathematics

· A termly list of suggested activities to extend your child’s learning around topics covered
· Yr6 – additional revision materials prior to SATs

What We Expect

Parents are expected to support their child by adhering to the school’s Homework Policy.
Role of the Parent/Carer in Supporting Pupils

At Sherington we encourage parents/carers to:
· Support children and encourage them to value the process of homework

· Explain and help their child

· Discuss what their child could do to complete a homework challenge

· Provide a suitable place to complete homework

· Encourage and praise
Ladders at Home is a Parent Portal linked to our assessment tool for end of year expectations. Ladders at Home provides information about the standards expected for the end of each year as stated in the National Curriculum. We strongly encourage parents to use Ladders at Home in order to familiarise themselves with expectations, curriculum content and ways in which they can support their child’s learning. 
Parents/carers of younger children or of children with specific needs should and can support their child with all activities. This means:
· Checking the child has remembered 

· Discussing what the child has to do or has done

· Supporting the child with the completion of the homework itself

Role of Pupil

The school expects pupils to follow the guidance in the homework policy and devote time to practising skills outlined in the document.

Monitoring and Review
This policy will be monitored by the governing body and Senior Leadership Team (SLT) as part of a three year monitoring cycle.



For homework to be effective, it should support educational goals, take into account students’ abilities and needs, and strengthen the home school link.’ 


Nancy Protheroe – National Association of Elementary School Principals, 2009.
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